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monly asserted, moreover, that the councils have been
dissolved and the electoral lists falsified in the interest
of a faction/ and complaints are loud that the commu-
nal lands are managed for the exclusive benefit of the
ruling class.2 That the local administration is often
misused in these and other ways for personal ends there
can be no doubt; and in fact the extension of local
self-government is thought by some people to have
been a very doubtful blessing on that account.3 It
was to correct this state of things, which the ordinary
courts were powerless to remedy, that the administra-
tive tribunals were created, but as complaints have not
ceased, it may be assumed that these courts have also
proved unequal to the task. Nor does the action of the
central government lessen the evil, but rather aggravates
it, because the cabinet depends for its tenure of office
on the votes of the deputies, who are in league with the
local cliques.

The relation of the representative to the factions in
his district varies no doubt a great deal in the different
parts of the country. It is closest in the Neapolitan
provinces, where the system is most fully developed,
and where the deputies are themselves often the pa-
trons of the cliques. In the north, on the other hand,
the wire-pullers are more commonly the instruments
of the public men; while in Sicily the deputy is apt
to consider himself a general patron of the whole of
the ruling class, which forms a sort of clique for the

1 Minghetti, pp. 176, 246 ; Colajanni, ubi sup.; San Giuliano, pp. 114-
16; and see Pareto, "La Dietature en Italic," Bib. Univ., April, 1895.

*  Turiello, Fatti, pp. 238-46 ; Colajanni, ubi sup.

*  Tuiiello, Fatti, pp. 72-74; Propose, p. 12 et seq.